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intervened between Ms simpler life and his diplo-
matic career. His lectures before the students and
the public (the popularity of Lowell as a lecturer
was immense) solidified an education which, as he
himself humorously avowed, was often broken by
freaks of irrepressible youthful spirit; and the sad-
dening and indelible effects of the war, which came
between and sharply divided those phases of his
career, had so modified his character for the graver
and more profound that I agree with those of his
friends who consider his entry into the diplomatic
career as a misfortune for American letters, and that
his mind flowed to waste in those later years. Nor
was he at home in diplomacy. It was a reversal of
all the conditions of his habitual existence; but it
flattered his amour propre that the country should
recognize the part he had taken in the cultivation of
the anti-slavery sentiment of the nation, and the
trace of worldly feeling which I have noted grew
under the stimulus to a motive in life. His social
gifts were very great, and his patriotic pride intensi-
fied the pleasure of his successes in a line of life
which was really secondary in his nature.

In those years of his diplomatic life we saw little
of each other. Our intimate intercourse was sus-
pended by my going to Europe in 1859. We were
nearest each other in our Adirondack life, in which
he had all the zest of a boy. He was the soul of
the merriment of the company, fullest of witticisms,
keenest in appreciation of the liberty of the occa-
sion, and the genius loci. One sees through all hisr than action. by my artistic friends and promising support-
